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JOINT LETTER TO ILLINOIS MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS ON CARE ACT REAUTHORIZATION 

 
September 2005 

 
Dear Member of Congress:  
 
As individuals impacted by HIV/AIDS throughout the state of Illinois, and as organizations 
serving people living with and at risk for HIV/AIDS in rural, suburban, and urban communities, 
we write to express our deep concern regarding President Bush’s Ryan White CARE Act 
reauthorization principles. The CARE Act is the nation’s flagship response to the domestic 
HIV/AIDS epidemic, having provided comprehensive medical and social services to poor, 
uninsured people who have no other options for healthcare since 1990. We wish to see the 
CARE Act continue in its role of “safety net” by providing these lifesaving services to all 
individuals in need, regardless of where they live.  
 
HIV/AIDS remains a life threatening infectious disease and a significant public health 
emergency. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, over one million 
people in the United States are living with HIV, including more than 405,000 with AIDS. 
Approximately 211,000 individuals need antiretroviral treatment but have no means to access 
them. Over 1,900 people languish on AIDS Drug Assistance Program waiting lists around the 
country. The Institute of Medicine estimates that over 314,000 people with HIV/AIDS in the 
United States lack consistent care and treatment. Meanwhile, the demand for services grows 
steadily. Each year, more than 40,000 new infections occur in the U.S., 1,600 of those in 
Illinois. More than 30,000 AIDS cases and over 16,400 deaths due to AIDS have been reported 
in Illinois since 1981.  
 
After five years of flat funding and cuts for essential HIV/AIDS prevention and care services, and 
without a commitment for new funding, the administration proposes to shift significant CARE 
resources away from hard-hit states to address HIV/AIDS in less populous and rural states.  
 
Rural areas, especially in the South, are struggling against longstanding healthcare access 
problems, which are exacerbated by increasing rates of HIV in their communities. While all 
individuals living with HIV/AIDS should have the ability to access quality care and treatment, 
disparities in healthcare experienced by poor people in one part of the country should not be 
addressed at the expense of poor people in another part of the country. Stealing from Peter to 
pay Paul ­– and dismantling lifesaving services for vulnerable populations with no other means 
to access health care -– is unacceptable. Illinois will withstand significant cuts in funding and will 
suffer diminished infrastructure and service capacity should the administration’s principles be 
enacted. Thousands of Illinoisans with HIV/AIDS will face life-threatening gaps in care if the 
administration’s proposal is enacted.  
 
We call on you to provide the leadership necessary to ensure that geography does not 
determine access to essential medical and social services. We call on Congress to increase 
CARE Act funding by $594 million and to devise a plan to distribute the resources in a way that 
is fair and equitable to every American living with HIV/AIDS in need of healthcare, rejecting the 
administration’s faulty principles. We also ask for the maintenance of local control to determine 
the appropriate mix of vital medical and supportive social services in every jurisdiction that 
receives funding.  
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Since its inception in 1990, the CARE Act has enjoyed strong bipartisan support because of its 
ability to reach those in greatest need in both urban and rural communities. We look to you to 
continue the CARE Act legacy by reauthorizing the program, appropriating sufficient funding, 
and ensuring geographic equity so that Americans with HIV/AIDS—wherever they may live—
can receive the rational and cost-effective out-patient services they need to survive.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
ORGANIZATIONS: 
 
A Safe Haven, L.L.C., Chicago 
Access Community Health Network, Chicago 
Agape Missions, Joliet 
AIDS Care, Chicago 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago, Chicago 
AIDS Legal Council of Chicago, Chicago 
AIDS Pastoral Care Network, Chicago 
Ambulatory & Community Health Network, Chicago 
A.M.I.R.O. Inc., Chicago 
Asian Human Services, Inc., Chicago 
Better Existence with HIV (BEHIV), Evanston 
Canticle Ministries, Wheaton 
Catholic Charities, Chicago 
Center on Halsted, Chicago 
Central Illinois Friends of PWA, Inc., Peoria 
Chicago Department of Public Health, Chicago 
Chicago House & Social Services Agency, Chicago 
Chicago Recovery Alliance, Chicago 
Children’s Place Association - Chicago 
Come Alive Social Service, Chicago 
Community Counseling Centers of Chicago, Chicago 
CORE Center, Prevention and Education Department, Chicago 
East Central Illinois HIV Care Consortium, Urbana 
Equality Illinois 
Erie Family Health Center 
Families’ and Children’s AIDS Network, Chicago 
Fertile Ground Foundation, Dolton 
Fifth Street Renaissance, Springfield 
Fox River Valley Center for Independent Living, Elgin 
Genesis House, Chicago 
Greater Westside Development Corporation, Chicago 
Health and Disability Advocates, Chicago 
Healthworks Theater, Chicago 
Hemophilia Foundation of Illinois 
HIV Care Program/Research & Education Foundation of Michael Reese- Chicago 
Howard Brown Health Center, Chicago 
Jackson County Health Department, Murphysboro 
Jackson Park Hospital, Chicago 
Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation Global AIDS Talk Force, Evanston 
Jo-Ray House, Chicago 
Kankakee County Health Department, Kankakee 
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Lee County Health Department, Dixon 
Let’s Talk Let’s Test Foundation, Chicago 
Lifescape Community Service, Inc., Rockford 
Men & Women In Prison Ministries, Harvey 
Metropolitan Chicago Health Care Council, Chicago 
Mount Carmel Community Development Corporation – HIV/AIDS Ministry, Chicago 
Mount Sinai Hospital/ Sinai Health System, Chicago 
NAMES Project Chicago, Chicago 
National Coalition for LGBT Health, Policy Work Group, Oak Park 
The Night Ministry, Chicago 
Open Door Clinic, Aurora 
Open Door Clinic, Elgin 
PAWS/ Metro East, Caseyville 
Pediatric AIDS Chicago, Chicago 
Pediatric AIDS Chicago Prevention Initiative, Chicago 
Peoria City/County Health Department, Peoria 
Phoenix Center, Springfield 
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Chicago 
Project Vida, Chicago 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition, Chicago 
Research and Education Foundation of Michael Reese, Chicago 
Resources Unlimited Foundation, Oak Park 
Rock River Valley Pantry, Rockford 
Roger Baldwin Foundation/ ACLU, DeKalb 
Ruth M. Rothstein CORE Center - Chicago 
Ruth M. Rothstein CORE Center, Prevention and Education Department, Chicago 
Sankofa Way Spiritual Services, Inc., Chicago 
SIREA, Inc, Carbondale 
Southern Illinois Coalition for the Homeless, Marion 
Southside Health Association/Luck Care Center 
South Side Help Center, Chicago 
South Suburban HIV/AIDS Regional Coalition, Ford Heights 
Stone Temple Baptist Church, Chicago 
TASC – Treatment Alternatives for Safe Communities, Chicago 
Test Positive Aware Network (TPAN), Chicago 
Total Health Awareness Team, Rockford 
Truth & Deliverance Christian Church, Chicago 
University of Chicago Comer Children’s Hospital – Pediatric and Adolescent HIV Program, 

 Chicago 
Vital Bridges, Chicago 
Wesley United Methodist Church, Chicago 
Westside HIV/AIDS Regional Planning Coalition (WHARP), Chicago 
Winnebago HIV CARE Consortium, Rockford 
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INDIVIDUALS 
 
Achilles, Anthony- Clarendon Hills 
Allen, David – Wheaton 
Altschul, Lloyd- Chicago 
Anderson, Eugenia B- Bensenville 
Arnesen, Nancy – Wheaton  
Arroyo, Alma – Burbank 
Ashby, Marcy – Springfield  
Baer, John M.- Chicago 
Baker, Chris – Chicago   
Basham, Joshua – Chicago 
Beelou, Yvonne – Chicago    
Bejlovec, Rick – Chicago 
Bell, Thom – Calumet City 
Bentcover, Seymour-Skokie 
Berger, Michael D.- Sleepy Hollow   
Bergsrud, Erika - Chicago 
Berry, Jeff – Chicago 
Besser, Lynn- Northfield    
Bevard, Bianca - Palatine 
Bigg, Dan – Chicago     
Birt, Ann – Fithian 
Bishop, Jack – Springfield    
Black, Carl - Charleston 
Blasco Lagos, Fernando – Chicago   
Bolsen, Barbara - Chicago 
Boston, David – Chicago    
Boushay, Jim - Oak Park 
Bowman, Joseph – Chicago    
Branson, Sharon- Summit 
Brennan, Catherine A.-Libertyville 
Brown, Christopher – Chicago   
Brusky, Jessica - Urbana 
Bullock, Richard – Chicago 
Buenrostro, Roman - Chicago  
Bunton, Alicia – Chicago 
Burnett Jr., Lonnie – Chicago  
Burnett Sr., Lonnie - Chicago 
Burr, Robbin - Chicago 
Burrall, Allison – Chicago 
Byther-Smith, Ida – Chicago 
Cavico, Frank- Chicago 
Cervenka, Becky- Chicago 
Chesler, Candace - Des Plaines 
Christman, Morene – Champaign 
Clerihan, Mary Kay- Arlington Hts 
Clifton-Weaver, Claudell - Louisville, MS 
Cohn, Steve – Evanston 

Coker, Ronnie – Springfield 
Connell, Maggie – Chicago 
Cooks, Pamala – Dolton 
Corrigan, Gerald- Chicago 
Crause, Candi – Urbana 
Crockett, Lois R.- Chicago 
Crowley, Stacey – Rockford 
Cunningham, Thomas P.- Chicago 
David, Thom – Champaign 
Davis, Arlene - Peoria 
Day, Gary K.- Caseyville 
Dayton, Betty- Chicago 
DeAnda, Valerie – Chicago 
DeGraff, Dave - Wheeling 
Delaney, Ondreal - Chicago 
Dempsey, David - Chicago 
Densham, Andrea – Chicago 
Dhom, Bridget M.- Woodstock 
Dilner, Jean M.- Maywood 
Dirzo, Jennifer - Wheeling 
Doss, Nicole - Chicago 
Douglass, Janet – Woodstock 
Downey, James A.- Elmhurst 
Duckworth, Ruth- Chicago 
Duncan, Judith – Prospect Heights 
Dunmore, Ann – Calumet City 
Dunn, Gary - Urbana 
Dvorsky, Alison – Chicago 
Ebbert, Shelly – Arlington Heights 
Emerick, Sarah - Chicago 
Emerick, Andria - Chicago 
Emerick, Erin – Chicago 
Erickson, Clairelee- Lake Barrington 
Farmer, Vassellar – Springfield 
Feldman, Leo- Skokie 
Ferguson, Cathy – Dixon 
Fieseler, Mary E.- Naperville 
Fill, Grace – Wheaton 
Fishman, Michael- Highland Park 
Flaks, Eileen- Burr Ridge 
Flaks, Richard- Burr Ridge 
Flavin, Philip J.- Glenview 
Flosi, Jim – Chicago 
Foster, Barbara - Chicago 
Fox, Derrick – Chicago 
Frendreis, Patricia- Chicago 
Fulton, Lonnie – Maywood 
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Gaddon, Ron- Chicago 
Garcia, Rick – Chicago 
Geddes, Jeffrey W.- Chicago 
George, Lisa – Woodridge 
Gerard, Laura - Chicago 
Gildersleeve, Sterling – Chicago 
Gomez, Rick- Chicago  
Gonzalez, M.- Chicago 
Good, Natalie - Zion 
Gorosh, Kathye - Chicago 
Gossage, Bill – Chicago 
Graham, Joseph - Chicago 
Green, Carol – Rockford 
Green, Rev. Doris- Berwyn 
Griffin, Matthew – Springfield 
Grillos, Jan- Elmhusrt 
Grimes, Jennifer – Chicago 
Hallberg, Dennis- Evergreen Park 
Hammon, Kim – Buffalo Grove 
Hanley, J. - Chicago 
Harris, Greg - Chicago 
Hart, John E.- Streamwood 
Hartmann, Bonnie M.- Schaumburg 
Hayden, Michelle – Chicago 
Hayes-Bey, D’Aquil – Dolton 
Heaps, Melody – Chicago 
Helford, Michael C.- Glenview 
Henley MD, Eric – Rockford 
Herren, Richard – Effingham 
Hickson-Camp, Vicki- Chicago 
Hilkevitch, Alexander- Evanston 
Holland, Joseph – Chicago 
Hollins, Kenneth - Chicago 
Holman-Gomez, Brent - Chicago 
Holmgren, Cathy – Chicago 
Houston, Carmon – Chicago 
Howell, Robert - Chicago 
Iffland, Lisa – Chicago 
Ishaug, Mark – LaGrange Park 
Jackson, Eleanor – Chicago 
Jacobi, Yehuda R.- Glenview 
Jadhav, Deborah – Champaign 
Jardin Ann- Chicago 
Jinks, Nancy – Carpentersville 
Johnson, Lois - Wheaton 
Johnson, Richard – Chicago 
Johnson, William – Chicago 
Jones El, Carl- Forest Park 
Jordan, Larry – Chicago 
Joslin, Charles W.- Glen Ellyn 
Karubin, Wojciech- Chicago 

Kawasaki, Nancy M.- Elgin 
Keller, Ryan - Chicago 
Kelly, Chet – Chicago 
Kendrick, Sabrina – Chicago 
Kennedy, Michael J-Chicago 
Kerr, Debbie – Northfield 
Kirchman, Margaret M.- Chicago 
Kisner, Brad - Chicago 
Kisner, Todd M.- Rockford 
Kloc, Irene T.- Chicago 
Knill, Jeanette – Palatine 
Koehlinger, Simone – Chicago 
Kolb, Charles A.- Chicago 
Kolzow, Richard L.- Oak Park 
Koren, Jerome Q- Park Ridge 
Kovak, Linda A.- Chicago 
Krieger, Cathy – Chicago 
Krumm, Janet L.- Park Forest 
Kuney, Jamie - Roscoe 
Lake, Rev. Deborah E.- Chicago 
Land, Skip – Chicago 
Lange, Timothy- Chicago 
Latham, JBryan - Rockford 
Laurie, Leah – Chicago 
Lawlor, John Jr. – Chicago 
Layne, Dawn- Joliet 
Leady, Robert- Chicago 
Leaver, Susan M.- Elgin 
Ledbetter, Tabitha – Chicago 
Lehman, Roxanne- Chicago 
Lee, Cephus, Chicago 
Leonard, Darren - Chicago 
Lev, Pat – Geneva 
Lewin, Judy L.- Glenview 
Long, Mary E.- Lombard 
Lopez, J. Luis- Aurora 
Lopez, Rogello- Chicago 
Loveless, Marc – Chicago 
Luginbuhl, Bill- Chicago 
Macocco, Michael P.- Rockford 
Maginn, Michael – Peoria 
Mahkovec, Steve – Lisle 
Malloy, James M.- Elgin 
Malloy, Silvia A.- Elgin 
Marcotte, Barbara – Chicago 
Marin, Rhonda - Chicago 
Marshall, Kathleen - Chicago 
Martel, Rick – Chicago 
Max, Ed – West Chicago 
McClay. Margaret - Chicago 
McDonald, Jomar - Chicago 
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McGee-Boyce, Donna-Shea – Chicago 
McLoyd, Kathleen - Matteson 
McLoyd, Peter - Matteson 
McKeon, State Representative Larry – 
Chicago 
McKinney, Robert - Chicago 
McLaughlin, Brad – Evanston 
McPherrin, John - Wilmette 
McVicker, Jason T.- Chicago 
Menard, Thomas – Chicago 
Merdian, Robert E.- Elmhurst 
Michael, David – Wheaton 
Middleton, Georgianna- Chicago 
Miles, Jacqueline – Chicago 
Mirelowitz, Eugenie R.- Chicago 
Moe, Kenneth G.- Lagrange Hlds 
Monk, David A.- Joliet 
Monno, Lorenzo-Chicago 
Moon, Madeline - Chicago 
Moulton, Paul – Chicago 
Morreale, Mary A.- Wheaton 
Morrison, Rani L.- Chicago 
Moswin, Arthur - Chicago 
Mueller, Linda – Chicago 
Munar, David - Chicago 
Navalta, Leilani – Lincolnwood 
Nehring, Thomas – Oak Park 
Nelson, Eric – Chicago 
Neubert, Robert H.- Chicago 
Nokkentved, Pamela F.- Aurora 
Noven, Robert L.- Chicago 
Nunez, Ismalis – Chicago 
Nyczak, Sharon A.- Chicago 
O’Connor, John J.- Chicago 
O’Donnell, Matthew - Bridgeview 
Ogilvie, Brad - Wheaton 
Oliveros, Iliana – Chicago 
Oppenheim, Rosalie M.- Downers Grove 
Palmer, Joe – Champaign 
Pappas, Nicholas, J.- Chicago 
Parker, Andrea - Peoria 
Patton, Dale R.- Chicago 
Patton, Elizabeth – East St. Louis 
Peller, John – Chicago 
Penning, Dennis – Chesterton, IN 
Perloff, Judy - Chicago 
Petersen, Laird – Chicago 
Petersen, Walter R.- Glenview 
Phillips, Candace M.- Villa Park 
Phillips, Walter E.- Lincolnshire 
Pickett, Jim – Chicago 

Pierce, Daniel R.- Chicago 
Pizzoferrato, Lucille J.-St. Charles 
Plaff, Terence A.- Chicago 
Podichun, Gary – Chicago 
Poe, Billie – Chicago 
Poklop, Dolores J.- Park Ridge 
Polasek, J.M. – Luka 
Precht, Allison - Chicago 
Price, Joseph – Chicago 
Quinn, Mary Anne- Chicago 
Rafferty, John - Chicago 
Rainsberger, Keri - Chicago 
Ratterman, Colin – Chicago 
Reynolds, Jean – Champaign 
Rev. Betsy Ritzman - Chicago 
Richter, Edith- Skokie 
Rizzolo, Laurie- Libertyville 
Robinson, Bob - Chicago 
Rodgers, Phyllis - Chicago 
Roesler, David M.- Elgin 
Rogers, Howard – Charleston 
Rolfsen, Norma- Chicago 
Rosas, Leoy – Chicago 
Ross, Fonstella – Chicago 
Rowan, Alice- Chicago 
Rowland, Brian – Chicago 
Safford, George - Warrenville 
Sain, Ricky, Sr.- Oak Park 
Saltmarsh, Sue - Chicago 
Santiago, Marta – Chicago 
Schall, Samuel M- Northbrook 
Schall, Gloria B.- Northbrook 
Scherer, Ronald E.- Antioch 
Schisler, Pamela - Canton 
Schlagel, Kathleen - Chicago 
Schmitt, Sara – Chicago 
Scobey, Martin J.- Geneva 
Scott, Connie - Montgomery 
Sharp, Matt – Chicago 
Sidor, Marion J.- Rolling Meadows 
Silverman, Judith- Northbrook 
Silware, Anthony N.-Chicago 
Skole, Jill A.- Joliet 
Sloan, Rev. Stan J.- Chicago 
Smith, Ald. Mary Ann- Chicago 
Smith, Cleo- South Holland 
Smith, Gerald- Chicago 
Smith, Mary Manard – Godfrey 
Smith, Richard A.- Chicago 
Smith, Sherman - Chicago 
Solomon, Allison – Chicago 
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Solomon, Lavoris – Chicago 
Statton, Anne – Chicago 
St. Julian, Steven – Murphysboro 
Steinberg, Leonore- Highland Park 
Stevens, Ramona – Champaign 
Stevig, Terry L.- Wauconda 
Stopek, Helen G.- Chicago 
Stringfellow, James B.- Chicago 
Strobeck, Eva – Chicago 
Stubstad, Thomas M.- Chicago 
Sulleiro, Andres – Chicago 
Timmins, Lawrence E.- Chicago 
Titzel, Richard L.- Chicago 
Thomas, Jennifer – Chicago 
Thompson, Donna- Chicago 
Thompson, Jarret - Chicago 
Tozzi, Mary Jo – Oak Park 
Tucker, Cynthia - Dolton 
Valle, Modesto – Chicago 
Van Hyfte, Gregory - Chicago 
Vickery, Ralph – Chicago 
Vital, Linda F.- Libertyville 
Vitrin, Dr. Marina- Chicago 

Vogel, Nicolas- Chicago 
Wadlow, Chris – Pinckneyville 
Wallace, Richard- Berwyn 
Walker-Donley, Beverley – Chicago 
Waltrip, Keith C.- Chicago 
Weinstein, Robert – Chicago 
Welty, Paul J.- Westchester 
Whitaker, Michelle- Chicago 
William, Maryanne- Chicago 
Williams, John- Bloomington 
Williams, Valonda - Chicago 
Williamson Ph.D, Mildred – Chicago 
Wilson, Angela- Robbins 
Wilson, Marla- Chicago 
Wilson, William T.- Chicago 
Wimberly, Janice D.- Mundelein 
Winkowski, Eugene R.- Chicago 
Wolen, Deborah – Evanston 
Woodrum, Susan L.-Braidwood 
Woods, Gloria J.- Evanston 
Young, Linda - Chicago 
Zhang, Jing - Chicago 
Zischke, Wayne W.- Park Ridge

 


