1. Smlllmn Do

“If ‘the i 1ncrease does not go
through over 200 Chicagoans =
with HIV/AIDS would be left
without shelter, accordmg to"
John Peller, dlrector of polmcal
action for AFC.

“Peller said that ‘a”one 'tlm' "

bonus in federal ﬁmdmg, Te-
ceived: by the city'in. 2004; has.
been completely spentdnd that
if anew source of ﬁmdmg is not
identified, services ‘to persons

with I—IIWA]ZDS ‘would " Tikely .
have to be cut i I:muary 2008, -

“Much' of the’ money is ‘di-
rected towards the city’s Hous- .
mg ‘Assistance Programi, which
‘assists persons with HIWAIDS
in'housing payments T

..“Now, there: just: isn’t” any

muney "HAP has been” suryiv-

mg on leftovers,” sald Peller.

ceivea subsidy of $4,500 a year

for their housing, but it has

been c]osed 0 new apphoants
since 2005, '
" The’ city. fanding ' increase .
would be'used for expanding
rental assistance and’ housmg
locator 'and commmuty Tesi-
dential servites for I-I[WAIDS-
affected households. "

. Peller added that if the new
mcmey is not found, clients in-

substantially

i he ", smd

goes, housing is healthcare”
~ Sloan said there is a long- -

15,000, people with HIV/AIDS:

Y | "-.'-_HIWAIDS whu is in a §table
: _-'hsts for-the _'facdmes stand o -
: increase.” " Pel-
‘lersaid that’ between 10,000-

Rev, Stan Sloan, GEO of Chi- .

“‘But should the cuts go through,
It could go much
deeper.

‘Those who e left a hosplce

N and ‘currently receive assistance
“are faced with an instability that -
could: be detrimental ‘to_their ;.

. health. Bri¢ Nelson, director of

"~ development” for Better: Exis-

‘tencewith HIV, said stable shel-

~terisof pammuunt importance

“ for] persons with HIV/AIDS. |

 Persons in the program re-

- “If someone s homeless.

ablhty to ‘access. medical ‘care,

Tt impacts. their ability to fill

prescriptions. Tt even impacts
how they take their medicine. Tt
makes it all the haider to take

o cago House; said the waltxng list -
" athis’ orgamzatlon 8. current]y,-f _
‘at abiout’ one . client-per-bed. - -
_mayur dnd their a]clerman over

hvmg envitonment . from the
onset: of their treatment is go-

-ing tobe ﬁu:ed w1th fewer hos—
_'pltalstzys S

. need “housing " assistance, “but .
just 1,460 housing unlts are set
. _'._a51de for them.

“If ‘they have a decent place

o live and ‘eat. properly, that
“leads to 4 direct reduction in

vn‘:}.l loads“and . unprﬂvement

in Tacell zmd CD4 cou.nts Pel-

ler said. . :
“He' urged peop]e to wnte the

. the issne;

fyour miedication with food, if
- you need to,” Nelson said..

“This. ﬁts‘ 'm the mayors_

vision “of less homelessness
_in Chicago. AIDS housing is
.home]essness preventlon, Pel-

ler said. ..
““The state budget is in d.|5—
array, -and ‘the federal govern-

- ment is not going.to help, Nel-
son_said. “The city is going to .
- have to' step up,.and-the mayor
_ :knnws that”

that means they don 't hiave an -
- address. (That) impacts their

AFC- has schedﬂed a town
_hall meeting to discuss the is-

- sue Sept. 11 at & p.m..at 321 S.

Plymouth sth floor. The or-
ganization has also started an
online petmon that can be ac-
cessed at its website, www.aid-
schicago. WOIR.

_He added,” “As the saying
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