Condom
debate
Eargets
prisons

Strategy to fight HIV
faces uphill challenge

By Jeremy Manier
Tiibune staff reporter

Prisens have a rate of HEV in-
fection nearly (ive times greater
than the rate nationwide, yet
they areamong the few places in
America where condoms are al-
most impossible to get.

- --Those. unsettling facts have
“spurred a'growing campaign by
Jawinakers and public health
indvocates who are concernad
tlrést, [u:isuns iy be a prime
bn.ccling ground for HIV and
DﬂlDI‘ sexually bansmitted dis-

‘contotmsdn Illmum prisons suf-
‘fated o sethiiel Thursday when
stLule House committee voted

thorize distr hition of condoms
to state inimates, -
But uﬂicfﬂl? with the AIDS

argued for; the mensure, sald
they l1upe=i_1)‘fmd a compromise
with the fllinois Department of
Corrections;zone pf the bhill's
main opponents. A U.S. Housa
bill that would allow condams
in féderalprisons was intro-
duced in Jamiary, though so far

INMATES:
500 have HIV
in Illinois’
state prisonis
Rep. Bobby Rush {D-I1L:} is one of
only two ca-sponsors.

Such .efforts face. daunting
hurdles, Sexual ::contact:..is

banned in most prisan systems,
and officials believe allowing

condoms. could: undermine the,
rules and even land tu rupe ofin-

mates,

Yet supporiers uf cnndum
laws say the reality is:that ho-
mosexual behavior in prisen s
comman, and-inmates. with-ne
means of protection could con-

tract diseases.and inféct others.

kath in prison-nnd afterward,
Most pubilic health experts con-

sider condoms an essential purt :

of HIV prevention efforts,

The objections to eondam dis-
tribution seem detached from
rea] life to Kelth DeBlasio, wha
said he coniracied HIViafter be-
inpg raped by anather inmateata
foderal penitentiary: in-Michis
gan, where DeBlasio was serv-
ing time for embezzlement and
fraud, DeBlasio said his attack-
er prabably  woulda't have
agreed to use a condom, but
making condoms avallable
could prevent other priscners
from getting the disease.

“{ was sentenced to 5 years,
and [ got a death sentence,” ha
sakd.

Ilinols state prisons have 51
inmates known to have HIV or
AIDS among. a popuiation of
45,000, and studies in ather
states suppest mahy such pris-
pners are sexuaily active, A fed-
pral study last year in Geergia
found that at least 88 inmates
had contracted HIV while in
state custody Two-thirds of the
infectad men reparted having
homosexual contact with other
inmates or prison staffers.

Only Vermont and several big
cities nllow condoms for at-risk
inmates. A Ml to permit con-
doms in California prisans
passed that state's lepislature
but was vetoed in October by
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger

Though specific palicies vary,
most prisons that permit con-
doms either sell them in the
commlissary. or et an outside
group distribute them. The fo-
cus Is on male prisoners be-
cause sexual iransmission of
HIV among women is not ¢on-
sidered a major risk.

Some criticisms of the propos-
ils to let prisoners use condoms
recall the debate from the 19805
over promaetion of condoms as e
“sufe sex" {ool, Many religious
groups argued then that con-
doms would encournge immoral
or dangerous sexual behavion
though public health forces ef-
fectively wan that debate.

Rev. Harold Bailey, former
chairman of the Cook County
Board of Corrections, said ha be-
teves the moral implications of
condom use among hemosex-
uais remain paramount,

"Anytime anyone puts two

Controllmg sexually transmltted dlseases in Jall

£ gu tastifies 5 WE
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Some public health axperts say cundums shnuld be distributed 1o -
prison‘inmates, while opponents ay it would promose sexual contact
A survey at ajail where condoms ware available showed the majority -
of guards and Inmates support the program.

SURVEY ON CONDOM DISTRIBUTION
307 inmates dnd 100 guards surveyed at o Washmgmn D.C, jail; 2000- ﬂi'

Jail inmates

Do you bitigve the availability
of condoms in jail-makas it
more likely that sex will occur?

Do yeu think it is a good idea
to distribute condorms in jail?
Yes = e No

459,

Saurce: A Education and Prevention

men mgeilmr, which Is against

the law of God, then gives them

permission to de it with a con-
dom, that’s despicabls," sajd
Balley, who served as the coun-
ty's Jall chieluntil 2004,

"“Having that sexual involve-
ment, even with a condom, is
not righteous,” Bailey said. “If
they're going to [have sex|,
they're going to da it on their
own, and not with my permis-
sion. ... ['m not going to hell for
nobody”

For the pro-condam side, the
maoral chelce is {o prevent dis-
ease. The issue has become a
crusade far Rev Doris Green, di-
rector af community affuirs for
the ATDS Foundation of Chicago,

Green, who argued for the
condom bill in Springfield, said
she's especially concerned
about the risk to the African-

Carractional officers

hre you aware of any prabiéms
caused by condoms in this fail?

No
" B7%

r—‘*' Yas
1396 |

Do yau think itis 2 good idea
to distribute condoms in jall?

Chiciqu l?rlbu;'le

American :ummunim which
accounts for about half o :new

HIV/AIDS eases nationally She.;

said she often worries about the
15 couples for whom she has per-
farmed weddings while the hus.
band wus behind bars. Any man
infected in prison could bring
the disease to his family.

“"Those women need te be pro-
tected,” Graen said. “It's about
more than just the prisoners.”

Lobbyists for the union that
rapresents -the state's correc.
tional officers said they oppase
any ¢ondom propeszl. Henry
Bayer, executive director of the
American Federation of Stats,
County and Municlpal Employ-
egd Council 31, sald allowing
condoms would hurt prison dis-
vipline.

“Wedon't wantanyboedy o get
STDs, but vur members” jah is to

in Sprln figl

say. mmates shuu]d not have
sex,” Bayer said.
‘Michael Blucker, a former El.ll

" nnls Jprisoner who said he con-

tracted HTV after being raped at

.- Menard. Carrectlonal Center,
* dpposes condoms for inmates in

part because “being gay isn't

- what Gad infended for us."

< *Handing out condorms is lke

soying;. 'Go ahead, rape some.

body,” said Blucker, wha In 1995

unsuecessfully sued the state .

aver the assault,

Yat studies of prizens and
Jjulls where condoms are al-
lowed suggest that most puards
and inmates support those pro-
grams. )

In the Washington, D.C., city
jail, -where officials distribute
about 200 condoms each munth,

‘82062 survey found that 64 per-

cent of gerrectional officers and
55 percent of [nmaiss thought
the effort was a good idea. The
study, published in the journat
AIDS - Education and. Preven-

_tion, found that only 13 percent

of puards said condom distribu-
ticn had caused problems in the
Jall -

“No major securlty inl'mc-

tions: involiing condoms have

been reporied in the jail since
the incepticn of the program,”
the stady's aathors wiofe,

“There is no evidence that sex-

wal activity has inecreased.”

In, Los Angelss, where the
county jail started condom dis-
tribation. in 2001, sheriff's de-
parhnent spokesman  Steve
Whitmore said the pelicy has
raused *no significant probh-
lams.”

Whitmore said L.A'S pra.
gram has gone forward even
thougl sexual contact by in-
mates remains illegal. “It's
against the law, but we're also
cognizant of the realities. AIDS
kllls peaple,” he said.

An outside group distributes

'the cnndoms, and jail officlalt
“do not know which ‘prisoner:

vz, Phota for the Tribune by Randy Squie:
would let:condoms be giv-

Mo que Bavis- (rightJ

pet them, Whitmare seid.
Some ¢condom programs may
have-sueceeded because they
arn narrow . in scepe. In LA,
cendoms are distributed only ko
selbldentified gay inmates, whe
live in separate housing from

the troader jall pepulation.

. In reality, much of the high

‘Fiskhomosexual cantact in pris
~on involves men who don't con.

sider. themselves gay oputside
prison, former prisoners and re
searchers said. About T percenl
of prisoners repert having been
raped.

Aceording to an  in-depth
study the CDC published {asl
year on HIV transmission in
Georgin  prisens, most sex
Among prisoners was either
conseasual or what the authors
called “axchangesex.” Thosein
mites sajd they use sex as a bar

‘tering toel to get cigarertes.

drugs, food or protection from
otheriinmates.

One striking finding of the
Georgla study was that a thivd
of HIV-infected priseners said

- they had sex with male prison

staffers, and oneifth had sex
with female staffers. -

The CDC report called con
doms an integral part of HiV
prevention efforts cutside pris
ons and supgpeested that staies
weigh the risks and benefits of
allawing condoms.

Partofthe urgency lhal. wiveen
feels stems from figures show.
ing that African-Americans ag
count for a growing proportion
of HEV cases in the general pap
ulation. Two-thirds of the
mates who contracted HIV in
Geargia prisons ae black, the
cDC Etudy said.

"t is a public health crisis”
Green said. “And it is infecting
the community we clatm we
want to save.”
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