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Chicago 

 Reported living with HIV/AIDS:  20.6% of people living with HIV/AIDS in Chicago were infected via injection 
drug use, or 4,407 individuals.  An additional 5.9% were MSM/IDUs.7  

 Reported HIV diagnoses: In Chicago in 2006 there were 198 new HIV diagnoses reported among injection 
drug users. Injection drug user accounted for 12.7% of new HIV diagnoses, slightly higher than the 11% 
reported at the state level.8 

 Reported AIDS diagnoses: There were 145 new AIDS cases reported among injection drug users in Chicago 
in 2006. Injection drug use as a mode of transmission accounted for 19.2% of new reported Chicago 
cases.9 

 Reported HIV diagnoses among injection drug users by gender:  In 2006, 69% of injection drug users 
diagnosed with HIV were males (142 cases). 31% of injection drug users diagnosed with HIV were women 
(66 women).10 

 Race/ethnicity of IDUs reported as diagnosed with HIV:  In 2006, 19% of African Americans, 12% of 
Latinos, and 3.5% of Caucasians reported injection-related HIV/AIDS diagnoses. 

 Age of IDUs reported as diagnosed with HIV:  Chicagoans diagnosed with HIV in 2006 reporting injection 
drug use were significantly older than people infected via other modes of transmission.  79% of IDU cases 
were older than 40, compared to one-third of MSM and 42% of heterosexuals.   

 Risk among women by race and ethnicity: Chicago Latina women have substantially higher rates than 
African American women of reported HIV infections resulting from injection drug use, with 33.3% of Latina 
women infected via IDU compared to 18.9% of African American women.11 Note, however, that the small 
number of reporting HIV diagnoses among Latinas may overstate IDU as a risk factor in this population. 

Note: The City of Chicago Department of Public Health redistributes cases with unknown risk proportionately to 
cases with known risk.  However, the data reported for the State of Illinois does not redistribute cases by risk.  
As a result, numbers for the City of Chicago may be higher than for the state of Illinois.  However, the percentage 
of cases remains constistent. 

 

 

                                                            
NOTE: Charts do not show cases with unknown risk, perinatal, or blood transfusion.  In some cases, Asian and Pacific Islanders and 
individuals of “other” race/ethnicities are not shown because of extremely small numbers. 
1 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. HIV Prevalence Estimates – United States, 2006. MMWR 2008;57:1074. 
2 H. Irene Hall and others.  Estimation of HIV incidence in the United States.  Journal of the American Medical Association, 300:5, p. 522. 
3 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. HIV/AIDS Report for 2006. 
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/topics/surveillance/resources/reports/2006report/table8.htm. Data is for the 33 states and 5 dependant 
areas with confidential, name-based HIV reporting. 
4 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. HIV/AIDS Report for 2006. 
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/topics/surveillance/resources/reports/2006report/table17.htm.  
5 “HIV/AIDS and Injection Drug Use”. Drug War Facts. http://www.drugwarfacts.org/hivaids.htm. 
6 Illinois data is from a Special data request received July 2008, Illinois Department of Public Health, HIV/AIDS Section. 
7 Chicago Department of Public Health, STD/HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report (Summer 2008) Table 5. 
8 Chicago Department of Public Health. STD/HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report (Summer 2008) Table 3. 
9 Chicago Department of Public Health. STD/HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report (Summer 2008) Table 2. 
10 Chicago Department of Public Health. STD/HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report (Summer 2008) Table 4. 
11 Chicago Department of Public Health. STD/HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report (Summer 2008) Table 4. 


