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• Boeringher-Ingelheim
• Carolyn Grisko & Associates
• Gilead Sciences• Gilead Sciences
• GlaxoSmithKline
• Pfizer Inc.
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12:00 p.m. Lunch and Icebreaker

12:30 p.m. Speak Out

12:45 p.m. Welcome Remarks—AFC & Gilead, Lunch 
Sponsor 

1:10 p.m. Illinois Legislative Update

2:30 p.m. Break

2:45 p.m. Breakout Sessions

7:30-9 p.m. 2009 Advocate Awards
Light desert and refreshments provided. Cash bar .
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Advocacy 101 & Current Political 
Landscape
Presidential Ballroom (NOTE:  All first-time 
and second-time participants must attend)

Advanced Communications TrainingAdvanced Communications Training
Governor Yates Room (2nd Floor)
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8:30 a.m. Breakfast Meeting & Hotel Check-Out

9:30 a.m. Shuttle to Capitol (Last Shuttle at 10:15 a.m.!!)

10:30 a.m. Rally at the Lincoln Statue! 

11:30 a.m. Lobbying at the Rail and Offices

1:00 p.m. Lunch and Debrief in Stratton Cafeteria 
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• Check out of your rooms BEFORE we leave for the 
Capitol tomorrow.  The hotel will store your bags.

• Scholarships DO NOT cover any expenses charged 
to your room (food, movies, phone calls.)  to your room (food, movies, phone calls.)  

• We are ditching you at the Capitol!
After Lobby Days, you can either walk back to the 
hotel (a leisurely 15 minute walk) or call a taxi a t 
(217) 522-7766 or (217) 523-4545. Ask any AFC staff 
member for directions.  
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Tell Your Story
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1. Maintain HIV/AIDS 
Services

2. Expand healthcare for 2. Expand healthcare for 
ALL

3. Stop HIV among youth

4. Prevent drug overdose 
deaths 
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Maintain State’s Maintain State’s 

Commitment to HIV
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HIV/AIDS is still a crisis:
• More than 42,000 people w/ HIV

• 3,000 estimated HIV infections 
each yeareach year

• Half of new infections occur 
among African Americans 

• 82% of male case occur report 
male-to-male sex as  leading 
risk  
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Targeted Activities Make a 

Difference:
• AIDS Drug Assistance Program 

provides meds to more than 4,000 
each yeareach year

• IL has universal access to HIV 
testing for pregnant women

• Injection-related HIV decreased 
40% from ‘03-’07

• IL invests more than $26 million in 
HIV services
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Many critical challenges remain:
• Skyrocketing cases among MSM
• Increasing number of women and 

youth infected
• Most cases occur in communities • Most cases occur in communities 

of color
• An estimated 8,000-10,000 

Illinoisans don’t know they are 
HIV+

ASK: Please don’t cut HIV  
service funds
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Expand HealthcareExpand Healthcare

For ALL
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• 1.7 million Illinoisans 
(14%) were uninsured in 
2007

• Public and private • Public and private 
coverage fraying

• Significant numbers of 
people w/ HIV are un-
insured and under-insured
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• 1 in 2 people with HIV in U.S. do not 
receive healthcare

• Preventative healthcare is in short 
supplysupply

• Individual insurance is completely 
unavailable to people with HIV

• More people are turning to 
individual markets as employee-
based coverage is more costly
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Family & Employer Healthcare Act–
SB 1331 (Koehler) & HB1081(Ryg)

• Extends private coverage to 
tens of thousands of   tens of thousands of   
Illinoisans

• Creates Office of Patient 
Protection

• Invests in community health 
centers
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Medicaid Expansion-
SB 1855 (Schoenberg)

• Extends Medicaid to another 100,000 
low-income Illinoisans ages 50-65

• Extends Medicaid to low-income 
people under age 50 who likely qualify 
for Social Security Income
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Individual Market Fairness Reform—
HB3923 (Harris)

• Limits pre -existing condition • Limits pre -existing condition 
exclusions

• Makes insurance products    
available for people with 
disabilities to purchase
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Reproductive Health and Access Act-
HB 2354 (Curie)HB 2354 (Curie)

• Makes sure that government-funded health 
care programs, like Medicaid, cover basic 
reproductive health care services including 
family planning, pre-natal care, and pap tests 
as they do for other health care services. 
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Stop HIV Stop HIV 

Among Youth
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Privacy  Protections for Students with HIV—
HB 90 (Ford)HB 90 (Ford)

• Requiring school principals to be notified of 
HIV+ students is discriminatory

• No medical rationale for such notification
• Heightens stigma and discrimination
• Compromises students’ confidentiality
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Comprehensive Sexuality Education—
HB 2354 (Currie)

• Requires all schools to teach medically accurate, 
age-appropriate and comprehensive sexuality 
education

• Research shows these program are most 
effective

• Abstinence-only curricula often is not accurate, 
stigmatizes gay/lesbian youth, and has been 
proved to be ineffective
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Prevent Overdose Prevent Overdose 

Deaths
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Expand Prescription of Overdose Reversal 
Drug, Narcan- HB497 (Miller)

• Expands prescription of Narcan—a safe, effective, and • Expands prescription of Narcan—a safe, effective, and 
low-cost overdose antidote for heroin, methadone, or 
OxyContin. 

• Permits individuals to administer Narcan in an 
emergency, if they have received information above 
from providers

• Protects individuals from civil or criminal prosecution 
for practicing medicine without a license



2����4��
	5

The Illinois 
General General 

Assembly
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59 Senate Districts:
• 2 House Districts for 

Each Senate District
• Senators serve 4-year • Senators serve 4-year 

terms

118 House Members:
• Representatives 

serve 2-year terms
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• A bill starts in either 
House or Senate

• Referred to a Committee
• Committee can vote YES, 

NO, or do NOTHINGNO, or do NOTHING
• Committee-passed bills go 

to full House or Senate
• If passed, sent to other 

chamber (process starts 
over) 

• If passed both Houses
• Bill goes to governor for 

signature
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• Illinois State Capital 
Building—where 
lawmakers debate and 
vote

• Stratton Building is • Stratton Building is 
where most state 
representatives have 
their offices

• Most state senators 
have their office in the 
Capital
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Looking for Lawmakers:
• See if they are in  their 

offices 

• Lawmakers are • Lawmakers are 
typically in offices 
before and after 
session

• Ask their assistants 
where they are
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• Most visits happen “at the 
rail,” the public area just 
outside the House and 
Senate chambersSenate chambers

• To request a lawmaker visit, 
pass your card to the 
doorkeepers and wait 
patiently

• Be prepared for the CHAOS



��-��
	�
�
,�77������	�

8	���9
���



2����
��������
-��1&�
�����
5



(
����	
�
�����
����%�����
	���
��


�����


���



�����	�
		���
��������



��-��
	�
�
	��	�
		���
7���������%%����-�
�	



�	�
		����%%����-�
�	



���
��

�
�������������
����������	���������
����
�������	���������������
� 



�
��	�
��-��
	����-��
	��
��
�����



���������-�
�	:
• Your own Illinois Senator 

and Representative

• If possible, go with • If possible, go with 
others from your district 
or a nearby district

Prepare to share your personal experience 
and link it to a policy goal – this strategy 
has the strongest effect on lawmakers.
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• Introduce yourself
• Briefly state your concern
• Be gracious, attentive and 

organized
• Link the issue to your life 

+��+��

• Link the issue to your life 
– tell your story. “For 
example…”

• Say “I don’t know” if you 
don’t know the answer 

• Make an “ask” and wait 
for the answer

• Say “thank you”
• FOLLOW-UP!!
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••Forget to introduce yourselfForget to introduce yourself
••Be nervous, rude, combative, Be nervous, rude, combative, 
inattentive, or unpreparedinattentive, or unprepared
••Go on too long Go on too long 
••Respond to a question if you’re Respond to a question if you’re 

������������

••Respond to a question if you’re Respond to a question if you’re 
not sure about the answernot sure about the answer
••Forget to make your “ask” and Forget to make your “ask” and 
follow up laterfollow up later
••Try too hard: show genuine Try too hard: show genuine 
consideration and just be yourselfconsideration and just be yourself
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• I can’t find my legislator?

• It’s a zoo?

• It didn’t seem like my • It didn’t seem like my 
lawmaker was listening?

• I didn’t get a chance to 
say everything?
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• Get connected. Get 
informed. Get active!

• Join AFC’s Statewide 
Advocacy Network.Advocacy Network.

• We’ll do the research 
for you and deliver the 
news you need: 
www.aidschicago.org

• You TAKE ACTION!



�	������	����������(�7


• AIDSConnect: www.aidsconnect.net
• NAPWA: www.napwa.org
• CHAMP: www.champnetwork.org  
• LGBT Health: www.lgbthealth.net • LGBT Health: www.lgbthealth.net 
• Gay Men’s Health: www.lifelube.org
• Black AIDS Institute: www.blackaids.org 
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• Identify who represents you 
at www.votesmart.org 

• CALL THEM on important 
issuesissues

• WRITE THEM

• MEET THEM

• In short, establish a 
relationship with your     
elected officials



You Know HIV/AIDS:
• Voice your opinions to the press, decision makers.
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• Tell how HIV/AIDS affects you & your community.

You are connected to HIV/AIDS Agencies:
• Encourage groups to support client advocacy.
• Help others to identify their elected officials.
• Provide regular advocacy and issues updates.
• Ask groups to commit to advocacy.
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• Create an email distribution 
list. 

• Copy and distribute materials. 

• Utilize existing networks —• Utilize existing networks —
personal, professional, social. 

• Talk to the HIV/AIDS ministry at 
your church, mosque, or 
synagogue about getting 
involved in AIDS advocacy.

• Tell us how we can support 
your advocacy. 
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Start preparing for the next 
election TODAY!

• Are you registered to vote? • Are you registered to vote? 
• Moved recently? 

– You need to re-register.

• Register peers, co-workers, 
friends—your networks! 
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8:30 a.m. Breakfast Meeting & Hotel Check-Out

9:30 a.m. Shuttle to Capitol (Last Shuttle at 10:15 a.m.!!)

10:30 a.m. Rally at the Lincoln Statue! 

11:30 a.m. Lobbying at the Rail and Offices

1:00 p.m. Lunch and Debrief in Stratton Cafeteria 
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