SUPPORTIVE HOUSING, HOSPITALS, AND HEALTH STATUS:

WHAT ARE WE LEARNING FROM RESEARCH AND PRACTICE?

Monday, July 17, 2006

Bryce Meeting Room, Capitol Hyatt Hotel

9:30 AM – 12noon

A roundtable session for researchers and policy experts who are involved in supportive housing and the relationship between housing and health
Our discussion will focus on the following issues

Research issues:

· What research is underway that will highlight the impact of supportive housing on the utilization and costs of hospital services and on other health outcomes that (should) matter to policymakers and leaders in the mainstream health systems?

· What results are available? What findings are emerging?

· How is research being used to inform / push for policy & systems change (e.g. making the argument for re-investing savings; establishing or strengthening collaborative approaches to care delivery or planning for supportive housing, etc.)

Using research to inform practice:
· How are communities / providers coordinating with hospitals to facilitate immediate access to supportive housing for homeless people who are being discharged from hospitals and/or those who are frequent users of emergency rooms

· How are supportive housing projects working with hospitals to ensure that the people they serve are getting appropriate care in the most appropriate settings?  
· How are supportive housing programs working to help reduce / avoid hospitalizations for residents?

· Are there significant challenges in collaborating with hospitals – and what are the differences between experiences with public / safety net hospitals, private hospitals, VA facilities?
Translating Research into Policy as a Network of Researchers & Advocates
· How can we maximize the policy impact of emerging findings from research?  What findings will be most meaningful to policymakers?  

· What are the policy implications of emerging research findings?

· Health care funding (e.g. Medicaid, HHS grant programs, state & local government, VA) should pay for services in supportive housing

· Public investments in housing will help control health care costs and improve quality of healthcare / health outcomes
· When will we have the information we need to make a stronger case?

· How do we get the message to policymakers?
· Members of Congress and their staff / committees who are responsible for health issues as well as housing

· Changing the culture at HHS to make and sustain investments in supportive housing

· State and local governments, health plans, health policy leaders
Invitation to researchers
To prepare for short (10 minute) presentations at the roundtable session, researchers are invited to provide a short (1-2 page) written summary of their project, including the following information:

1. Target population(s)

2. Intervention: a brief description of the housing and services provided to study participants

3. Key questions the study will address including outcomes or impacts (e.g. changes in utilization of health services) that are being measured
4. Timeline for the study: when will results be available?

5. Preliminary findings (if available)
