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Message from PACPI’s 

Leadership 

Dear Friends and Supporters of PACPI, 

PACPI is ten years old!  Our efforts have gained local, statewide and even national attention, 

and we continue to be funded.  In this climate of decreasing state revenue and other great 

programs and agencies getting slashed right and left, that’s quite an achievement.  Our goal is 

simple – healthy babies from healthy mothers. This year, our statewide partnership and the 

hard work of our perinatal enhanced case managers in the field helped 131 HIV-positive 

women access care and treatment throughout the state of Illinois. 

Not one PACPI case managed pregnant woman delivered an HIV-positive child in 2010.  We 

did serve one positive infant who was referred to us after delivery, and that baby is doing 

very well. 

In 2010, we engaged in a new and interesting initiative with the Illinois Department of Public 

Health – the review of individual cases of perinatal transmission in order to better inform our 

prevention efforts and most important, to make improvements to our system of care so that 

every woman has the best possible chance for a healthy, HIV-negative baby. 

We also engaged in an unprecedented effort to participate in an endurance training program 

which we used to raise funds to support our program.  We had tremendous staff 

participation in that effort and our AIDS Run/Walk 2010 also raised a record amount of 

unrestricted funding to support our programs.   

We offer the sincerest thanks to all our donors and partners whose support allows us to 

continue to advance our mission and strive to assure our patients that healthy babies can 

indeed come from healthy mothers. 

Best Wishes, 

 

Anne Statton    Dr. Patricia Garcia, MD, MPH 

Executive Director    Chair, Board of Directors 
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Mission 

The mission of the Pediatric AIDS Chicago Prevention Initiative 

is to eliminate deaths from pediatric AIDS and to reduce 

transmission of the virus from mothers to their children in the 

state of Illinois. 

The Pediatric AIDS Chicago Prevention Initiative was established in 2000 to eradicate 

the transmission of HIV/AIDS from mother to child in the city of Chicago and the state of 

Illinois. Through unprecedented collaborations with public and private institutions and 

community-based organizations, PACPI creates a Safety Net of Prevention so that no 

HIV-positive pregnant woman or HIV-exposed infant falls through the cracks for care 

and treatment. With proper care, the risk of perinatal HIV transmission can be reduced 

to less than one percent. PACPI has developed innovative interventions that, if 

sustained, could result in the improved health and well-being of children perinatally 

exposed to HIV and in the elimination of pediatric AIDS in Illinois.

Board of Directors    
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Lawanna’s Story 

“Life is worth living now” 

Lawanna was no stranger to hardship. Before her involvement with PACPI, she had already 

survived several bouts of cancer and given birth to six other children. Just as she had dealt with 

her prior diagnoses, she met the realization of her HIV status and pregnancy with a firm faith 

and will to live. When first hearing about these new developments, she approached both with 

ease, as she was directed to the care of her Perinatal Enhanced Case Manager, Dolores and the 

PACPI family.  

While working with PACPI, Lawanna educated herself and was proactive about her own health 

and what she could do for her unborn child. She became involved in the prenatal classes 

offered through the PACPI program, gaining important information and powerful knowledge of 

the medication process for her baby. Lawanna also formed a profound connection with all the 

women involved in her case, as they treated her with the respect and care she had not felt with 

past doctors or case workers. “One woman seemed ‘spooked’ by me, and even though she was 

a doctor, she acted like she wouldn’t even touch me. Here I was newly diagnosed, and already 

judged by someone who is supposed to help me.”  

Lawanna unfortunately experienced stigma and stress when delivering her baby. The doctor 

helping her was accusatory and made her feel anxious about her pending birth. However, 

Dolores and Brenda of PACPI took the initiative to step in and advocate. They informed 

Lawanna’s doctor of his mistakes, while reassuring Lawanna with strength and comfort. “I thank 

God for Brenda. She made sure that I went home with medication for my baby. The hospital 

didn’t even give me anything, but they both fought for me the whole way. They are a blessing in 

my life.” After giving birth to a healthy baby girl, Lawanna still receives phone calls from 

Dolores. 

Thanks to her experience with PACPI, Lawanna remains firm in her belief and will to live. “I 

don’t let it get me down anymore. Instead of saying I have HIV, I say I have victory. Life is worth 

living now.” 
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Pregnant women know their HIV status 

 

We are continuing to see that women are being tested prenatally, and fewer and 

fewer (4.6%) are presenting for delivery without a known HIV status. This success 

of 95.4% of women being tested prior to labor and delivery is a testament to the 

growing understanding among providers that HIV testing should be an important 

and routine part of care. At every hospital in Illinois, labor and delivery staff are 

committed to helping prevent perinatal transmission in their own communities.  In 

addition to the testing at hospitals, 99.98% of moms and babies going home from 

the hospital know their status. The number of babies discharged without a known 

maternal HIV status also dropped in 2010 to only 14 of the total of 159,685 births – 

the lowest this number has ever been! Rapid tests were administered to 99.4% of 

women who presented for delivery without a known HIV status, which enabled the 

seven women who received preliminary positives to begin treatment right away 

and deliver HIV-negative babies. 

 

 HIV-positive moms are having HIV-negative babies 

 

PACPI clients delivered 40 HIV-negative babies in 2010! No HIV-positive babies 

were born to clients this year. PACPI targets the hardest-to-reach, hardest-to-link 

women with multiple issues that often contribute to a case of transmission. Through 

the hard work of our dedicated team, we have successfully linked all 131 women 

case managed in 2010 to prenatal care, care for their HIV disease, and helped them 

to address many of their other social, financial, medical, and basic needs. The PACPI 

case managers really go the extra mile – occasionally picking up the women in their 

cars and personally escorting them to their visits to ensure linkage.  

 

A National Role: Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS 

 

Dr. Pat Garcia, the Chair of PACPI’s Board of Directors and former Executive 

Director, was named to President Obama’s Presidential Advisory Council on 

HIV/AIDS (PACHA). PACHA provides advice, information, and recommendations 

regarding programs and policies intended to promote effective prevention of HIV 

disease, and to advance research on HIV disease and AIDS. 

 

Enhanced Case Management  

 

PACPI served a total of 131 women in 2010 with 24,972 encounters. Approximately 

half of those encounters were by phone, and the other half were in person. In 

person visits may happen in the client’s home, at a clinic, in a vehicle, or anywhere 

a client feels comfortable or needs help. PACPI achieves its phenomenal results by 

engaging intensively with each client to ensure all her needs are met. PACPI’s case 

managers make sure their clients have everything from food and a safe place to stay, 
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to support in taking their medications and getting to medical appointments, to the 

knowledge and material goods necessary to keep their babies safe and healthy. Case 

managers care deeply for their clients and dedicate time, resources, and creativity to 

make sure they are receiving all the support they need. 

 

Case managers accompanied all clients that delivered in 2010 to labor and delivery. 

They accompanied clients to 432 prenatal appointments and 202 other medical 

appointments, as well as 380 pediatric visits. In addition, the case managers 

conducted 106 home assessments. 

 

The combined impact of the financial crisis and rising gas costs has made it harder 

than ever for clients to afford transportation to medical visits. This year material 

support reached an all-time high, including 4,748 one way CTA fare cards, 762 $10 

gas cards, 3,368 one way taxi rides, and 90 Metra passes. 

 

The majority of PACPI clients are women of color (77% African-American, 14% 

Hispanic).  Five percent are Non-Hispanic white women and four percent are Asian.  

PACPI clients’ average age at diagnosis continues to drop and is now 22.8 years.  

While the majority of women (88%) were exposed to HIV through heterosexual 

activity, a growing number of clients (2.4%) were exposed perinatally. 

 

Almost half of PACPI clients (49%) are between the ages of 20 and 29, while 36% 

are between the ages of 30-39, 8% are aged 10-19, and 8% 40-49. Eighty-eight 

percent of PACPI clients live in Cook County, with five percent living in Lake 

County and the remaining seven percent in Kane, DuPage, and DeKalb counties.   

 

Over the past few years, PACPI has experienced a marked increase in 

undocumented, political asylee, and refugee populations as well as an increase in 

co-morbid conditions including mental illness, substance abuse, and violence.  

Clients continue to consist of the hardest-to-reach people, including people dealing 

with extreme poverty, isolation, substance abuse, community and personal violence, 

new diagnosis of HIV, involvement with the department of corrections, and 

involvement with child welfare. 

 

24/7 Perinatal HIV Hotline 

 

This year the 24/7 Perinatal HIV Hotline was busier than ever! The hotline received 

267 calls this year – an increase of 24% over 2009 and 67% over 2008 (2009 = 

215 calls, 2008 = 160 calls, 2007 = 98 calls). 
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Enhanced Case Managers Honored by March of Dimes 

 

 

 

In September 2010, the March of Dimes recognized PACPI’s Enhanced Case 

Management Program for its exemplary leadership in public and community health.  

At the Jonas Salk Health Leadership Award Luncheon in Chicago, PACPI’s entire 

team of case managers was honored for its commitment to public and community 

health. Together, the team offers a combined 53 years of experience in women, 

adolescent and children’s health, domestic violence issues, homelessness, substance 

abuse, and HIV/STD treatment and prevention. 

 

PACPI Housing Project 

 

PACPI’s partnership with the AIDS Foundation of Chicago, Housing Opportunities 

for Women, Interfaith House and Christian Community Health Center continued to 

support homeless women with children. The Pediatric AIDS Chicago Prevention 

Initiative Housing Partnership (PACPI-HP) targets homeless or unstably housed 

pregnant women and links them with permanent supportive housing units for them 

and their families. The ten units initially available have been increased to twelve, 

and one woman has even moved on to Section Eight housing! In all, thirteen 

women have participated in this program, and all remain stably housed. 

 

Prenatal Classes for HIV-positive Pregnant Women 

 

PACPI held six sessions of its prenatal class for HIV-positive pregnant women in 

English in 2010 which served a total 43 women – the highest attendance 

ever! Classes are 12 hours long and spread out over three weeks. Information is 

provided about HIV disease, all three trimesters of pregnancy, the importance of 

medication adherence in pregnancy and for newborns, birth planning, delivery 

decisions, reproductive health care, and nutrition. The classes, kept small so 

women can engage in dialogue, help participants become actively involved in 

their care and the care of their newborns.  

 

Fetal and Infant Mortality Review  – HIV 

 

Illinois was chosen by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to receive 

special funding to do an intensive review of cases of perinatal transmission, cases of 

maternal deaths among pregnant HIV-positive women, cases of fetal or newborn 

loss from HIV-positive women or cases with many missed opportunities for 
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prevention. Illinois is the only jurisdiction awarded these funds for a statewide 

review. A Community Review Team (CRT), comprised of representatives from the 

Illinois Department of Public Health, the Chicago Department of Public Health, the 

Department of Human Services along with specialists representing social work, case 

management, nursing, obstetrics, pediatrics, rapid testing, mental health as well as 

consumers meet monthly to review abstracted cases. All cases reviewed are 

anonymous and the results of those reviews are shared with a Community Action 

Team (CAT). The CAT will take the recommendations from the CRT and use them 

to try and shape, revise and improve upon policy, services and supports provided 

for HIV-positive pregnant women to have better outcomes in the future. 

Endurance Events 

 

2010 AIDS Run/Walk Chicago: PACPI welcomed a team of 21 dedicated 

individuals – a huge increase from our 9-member 2009 team! These committed 

fundraisers were responsible for raising an amazing $6,928 to support services for 

HIV-positive women and their families.  

 

Team to End AIDS: 2010 saw PACPI’s first-ever triathlon team! Five athletes raised 

over $11,000 to support PACPI’s crucial programs. 

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

PACPI gratefully acknowledges our many donors, whose important support is critical to 

sustaining PACPI’s success in fulfilling the mission to eliminate deaths from pediatric AIDS and 

to reduce the transmission of the virus from mothers to their children in Illinois. 

 

Government, Corporation, Foundation, and Community Support 

 

$100,000+ 

Illinois Department of Public Health 

Pediatric AIDS Chicago 

 

$50,000-$99,999 

AIDS Foundation of Chicago 

DraftFCB 

Hektoen Institute 

 

$15,000-$24,999 

Children Affected by AIDS Fund 
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$5,000-$14,999 

Dr. Scholl Foundation 

Keith Haring Foundation 

Paris Presents, Inc. 

Polk Bros. Foundation 

 

$1,000-$4,999 

Active Screw and Fastener 

DIFFA Chicago 

Seder Family Foundation 

 

$999 and under 

Follett Higher Education Group 

Gourmet Grape 

Kowalkowski & Labuda 

Mesirow Financial 

Rosenson Foundation 

Trigran Investments, Inc. 

 

MATCHING GIFTS & EMPLOYEE GIVING CAMPAIGNS 

Abbott Laboratories Employee Giving Campaign 

Ameriprise Financial Employee Giving Campaign 

Community Shares of Illinois 

Follett Matching Gifts Program 

Merck Partnership for Giving 

SBC Employee Giving 

Tyco 

United Way of Metropolitan Chicago 

 

GIFTS IN-KIND 

AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC) 

Sarah Deardorff-Carter 

Jaime Dircksen 

Goodwill Community Assistance Program 

Lake County Health Department 

Mark Marquardt 

Mt. Sinai Hospital 

Open Door Clinic 

Susan Socher 

Eryn Weber-Shifrin 
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Individuals 

PACPI gratefully acknowledges the following donors for their gifts made between January 1, 2010 and 

December 31, 2010. 

 

$1,000-$5,000 

John Mark Horton 

Daniel Johnson 

Susan H. Socher 

 

$500-$999 

Debra Klein 

 

$100-$499 

Ken Aldridge 

Kersti Azar 

Joe Bavone 

Melissa Borschnack 

Ida Boyd 

Kevin M. & Diane Brogan 

Arlene Bronstein 

Michelle Busse 

Daniel Cedarbaum & Caryn 

Jacobs 

Douglas Chilcott 

Karen Christensen 

Steven & Sara Cohen 

Mardge Cohen 

Kent & Elizabeth Dauten 

Brian & Shari David 

Mary K. Demetrio 

David Ellstrom 

David & Joan Evans 

George & Heather Fisher 

Toren G. Flick 

Michelle L. Fried & Melissa 

Roderick 

Susan Gevirtz 

Laurie Glenner 

Janine Hoft 

Judy Hoke 

Friends of Sara Hunt 

Richard W. Hunt 

Cathie Keirans 

Debra Kerr 

Rick & Nancy Kreiter 

Barry & Terri Lind 

Pamela Martin 

Laurie McCarthy 

Jennifer L. Mende 

Sheila Mikulina 

Stephen & Rosalie Miller 

Franklin & Debbie Morton 

Madeleine Msall 

David Ernesto Munar 

Anne Marie Murphy 

Robert Novasel 

Stuart Nudelman & Judi 

Fishman 

Betty Ann Panagakis 

John Peller 

Barry & Mary Quirke 

Manuel Rodriguez 

Roger & Teri Rudich 

Joan M. Saltzman 

John Seder & Cheryl Seder 

Michael & Nancy Silverman 

William Piper Simpson 

Anne E. Statton 

Jamie Thomas 

Myra B. Wagner 

Brett Walley-Saunders 

Fred & Lynne Weber 

Eryn Weber-Shifrin 

David & Cydney Weisberg 

Lorrayne H. Weiss 

Bradley & Christine Wynn 

Robert & Julie Zaideman 

Lawrence & Pamela Zall 

 

$99 and Under 

Dara Adkinson 

Laurie Ayala 

Peggy Baker 

Maggie Barack 

John Bartlett 

Thomas Alexander Berbas 

Ben & Joan Bishaf 

Jill Bishop 

Cindy Boland 
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Johnathon Briggs 

Jack L. Calabro 

Kevin & Alice Campbell 

Linda Carfagnini 

Maude Carroll 

Jeffrey & Carol Clark 

Mary Coffey 

Sean Conway 

Tim Conway 

Dina Crnkovich 

Luis Cruz 

Robert Damiani 

Sarah Deardorff-Carter 

Brian Dibblee 

Jaime Dircksen 

Suzanne Donovan 

Helen Duhe 

Diana Elrod 

Ann Fisher 

Leo Fontana 

Wendi Freeman 

Sally Gaffney 

Mary B. Gallagher 

LaTrina Garner 

Debbie Gidley 

Paul & Phyllis Gilson 

Alane Gonzales 

Gabriel Gonzalez 

Cathy Gray 

Paul Halupka 

James Harbaugh & Shelly 

Ebbert Harbaugh 

Yolanda Hare 

Theodore Harris 

Mark J. Hoffman 

Rachel Jackson 

Melissa Janiszewski 

Tawa Jogunosimi 

Neal Katz 

Katherine Klein 

Valbona Kokoshi 

Korrey Kooistra 

Dyanne Kramer 

Sarah Kreisman 

Jeff Lemmerman 

Avram Lessing-Desai 

Leonard & Cheryl Levine 

Omar Lopez 

John Maciejewski 

Meegan March 

Mark Marquardt 

Jean Martin 

Jenny McFarlane 

Martha McIntyre 

Anita Merrill 

Aya Nakamura 

Glen & Eileen Noren 

Yolanda Olszewski 

Nathan Perez 

Annie Plummer 

Margaret Power 

Melinda Power 

Vanessa Ramos 

Lucilia Rios 

Fred & Betty Ruben 

Jeffrey & Laurie Rubin 

Alex Saldivar 

Kathryn Sanderson 

Anne Sanicki 

Barbara Schechtman 

Kathleen Schlagel 

Ellen & Allen Sered 

Jacqueline Shaffer 

Jerry & Helane Shifrin 

David K. Sinski 

Katherine Sopokovich 

Amy C. Statton 

Edward Statton 

Marley Stein 

Irwin & Wendy Steinberg 

Natalie Stern 

Pete Subkoviak 

Lora Supencheck 

Laura M. Thomas 

Luciana Tiberio 

Beatrice Tier 

Benjamin Toby 

Edgar Torres 

Lesley Tweedle 

Cynthia Walley-Saunders 

Leslie Wallin 

Shannon Weber 

Gretchen Weiss 

Britt Willey 

Jo Anne Willis 

Ryan Wilson 

Richard L. Wolk 

Yasmin Zaragoza 

 

 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our donors. If your name has been misspelled or omitted, please 

accept our sincerest apologies and direct your comments to Lauren Whalen at 312.334.0972 or lwhalen@aidschicago.org. 

Thank you! 

 

 

mailto:lwhalen@aidschicago.org
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PEDIATRIC AIDS CHICAGO PREVENTION INITIATIVE 

OPERATING FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

FINANCIAL YEAR, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual and 
Corporate 
Contributions 
20.88% 

Government 
Grants 
77.83% 

Interest 
Income 
1.29% 

2010 Revenue 
 

 

24/7 Hotline 
Project 
24.31% 

CAAF 
Emergency 

Family 
Grants 
1.47% Direct 

Observed 
Therapy 
1.14% 

FIMR/HIV 
Project 
1.62% 

Perinatal 
HIV ECM 
Project 
66.41% 

Keith 
Haring 

Foundation 
Project 
0.21% 

Perinatal 
Rapid 

Testing 
Initiative of 

Illinois 
3.79% 

Prenatal 
Classes 

and 
Incentives 

1.05% 

2010 Expenditures  

Individual 
and  

Corporate 
Contributions 

21.06% 

Government 
Grants 
78.38% 

 

 Interest 
Income 
.56% 

 

2009 Revenue 

24/7 
Hotline 
Project 
29.42% 

CAAF 
Emergency  

Family 
Grants 
0.99% 

Direct 
Observed 
Therapy 
1.40% 

Perinatal 
HIV ECM 
Project 
62.05% 

Perinatal 
Rapid 

Testing 
Initiative of 

Illinois 
5.48% 

Prenatal 
Classes 

and 
Incentives 

0.66% 

2009 Expenditures 


