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VOTE YES ON HB 4096  

House Sponsors:  G. Harris – Flowers – Feigenholtz – Gabel – Ford – Andrade – Cassidy 

– Soto – Mayfield – Fine – Willis – Hernandez – Mussman - Jones 

HB 4096, sponsored by Rep. Greg Harris (D-Chicago) amends the Illinois Public Aid Code to ensure that any 

Preferred Drug List (PDL) set by the Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services (HFS) for the state 

Medicaid program would be a floor, and not a single, restrictive formulary. 

The Medicaid Managed Care Organization (MCO) RFP contract, due to be implemented January 1, 2018, states 

that the state shall adopt a single preferred drug list that MCOs will be unable to deviate from, even to offer 

more generous coverage options.  

The Single PDL would institute barriers to care for a large number of Medicaid recipients living with chronic 

illnesses, putting important health care decisions in the hands of the State instead of between patients and their 

health care providers, and also effectively remove access to care for some of the most vulnerable Illinoisans. 

Key Components 

 The Department shall require every Medicaid Managed Care Organization (MCO) to include on the 

MCO’s preferred drug list every pharmaceutical that is listed as preferred on the Department’s preferred 

drug list. 

 The Department shall not require an MCO to utilize a single, statewide preferred drug list, but cover at 

minimum the drugs on the state’s Preferred Drug List. 

 The Department shall not prohibit an MCO from covering additional pharmaceuticals that are not on the 

Department’s preferred drug list. 

 The Department shall not prohibit a plan from negotiating drug pricing concessions or rebates on any 

drugs with pharmaceutical companies. 

 Preferred Drug Lists from each MCO and HFS must be published in standard format created in 

consultation between the state, MCOs, and statewide stakeholder. 

The HFS Medicaid Formulary has historically been more restrictive for drug coverage than Medicaid Health 

Plans.  HB 4096 would ensure that all Medicaid Managed Care Organizations are not barred from offering a 

more generous drug formulary than the state, while standardizing the format to allow for a more transparent 

formulary. 

Tremendous advancement has been made in treating chronic diseases to make them manageable.  An 

essential part of care for chronic illness is the greatest access to therapeutic options that are most effective 

and offer the strongest clinical outcomes.  A single drug formulary would limit therapeutic options for 

millions of Illinois residents. 

 Medicaid is the #1 Insurer for millions of people living with chronic illness like HIV, mental health and 

other diseases in Illinois. 

 Access to necessary and life-saving drugs is essential for people living with persistent and chronic 

diseases 

 A narrow formulary, such as offered under today in HFS’s Medicaid formulary, would be detrimental 

for those who rely on prescription medications in their day-to-day lives. 
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