
Possibilities for Joint Action by Sex Workers Rights Organizations (SWRO) and HIV/AIDS 
Organizations (HASO) 

 
This list was developed collectively on Dec. 8, 2015 by participants at the sex workers rights panel held during the People's 

Mobilization Counter Conference. The PMCC was held in Atlanta on Dec. 7-8, 2015, paralleling the US National HIV Prevention 

Conference also in Atlanta. It was organized by the AIDS Foundation of Chicago and the HIV Prevention Justice Alliance. 

 

 

What Can SWROs and HASOs Collaborate On? What do SWROs want HASOs and HIV advocates to do? 

 

 

  

Working on HIV criminalization laws as they affect people in the 
sex trade.  Selling sex while knowingly living with HIV currently 
results in higher penalties – often felony rather than 
misdemeanour charges 

Learn your local laws regarding sex work – what penalties are 
imposed and how  they escalate with repeat arrests  

 

  

Opposing “condoms as evidence” policies 

 

Deal them (the SWROs) in on HIV prevention funding streams  

  

Advocate for SWROs to be included in “good Samaritan” 

designations so they can provide assistance in emergencies 

(such as drug overdoses, etc.) without risking arrest 

 

Become sex worker sensitive, e.g. take SWOP-USA trainings 

and become qualified to provide appropriate services 

 

  

Stopping abusive raids of sex work establishments. HASOs 

need to protest and oppose raids of such establishments and 

meeting areas as strongly as they would oppose raids of LGBT 

bars, etc. 

 

Adjust HASO services, hours, etc. so they are more user- 

friendly. Offer service packages (with incentives) that draw 

people in.  Adjust record keeping systems to accommodate 

clients’ preferred names, pronouns, etc. 

 

  

Chip away at laws that stand in the way of decriminalization of 

sex work (which is the ultimate goal). Advocate for interim 

measures like pre-diversion programs 

Get training in trauma-informed care and build staff capacity 

to respond effectively to people dealing with violence, etc. 

 



What Can HASOs & SWROs Collaborate On?  

(continued) 
What do SWROs want HASOs & HIV advocates to do? 

(continued) 

 

 
  

Ensure that sex workers (whether openly identifying as such 

or not) are at the table whenever policies affecting sex 

workers are being made 

 

Connect with mobile outreach so people can access some of 

your services without having to come in to your offices 

  

Challenge laws that are designed to demonize, stigmatize and 

punish sex workers, as well as those that similarly affect 

LGBTI people, PLHIV, etc. 

 

Make “same-day start” on PrEP available for those who need it 

(can’t expect people to abstain from sex for a week before 

starting) 

 

 

  

Name the people and the issue that are really on the table 

(stop tip-toeing around).  Correct people when they are 

misnaming, avoiding issues, or have wrong information. Call 

out the CDC, ONAP, etc. publicly for omissions and evasion 

 

 

Understand that “sex work” is a heavy term for some people, 

given the politics of respectability.  Learn how to talk about it 

inclusively and carefully. 

 

  

Insist that we get funding for and start developing targeted 

HIV-related services for people who trade sex even before we 

have accurate epidemiological data on them (since such 

information has not been collected to date) 

 

Hire peer counsellors who have lived experience in the sex 

trade. Make opportunities for jobs with advancement available 

to them in HIV prevention and services. Make the people 

running the organization look more like the people coming 

through the door 

 

  

Demand support for and implementation of community based 
participatory research to develop accurate data about sex 
workers that is collected by sex workers 

 

  


