
 

 

 

July 8, 2015 
 

The Honorable Bruce Rauner 
Governor 
State of Illinois 
100 W. Randolph Street 
Chicago IL 60601 
 

Dear Governor Rauner, 
 

Re: Declare the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) an Essential Service 
 

As the state of Illinois moves toward the new fiscal year on July without a budget in place, we urge you 
as the executive officer of this state to declare the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP), which 
provides funds to those in need to receive medications to treat HIV, as essential service to allow the 
program to operate using federal funds after July 1.  
 
As of June 2015, 9,226 Illinoisans were enrolled in ADAP.  That represents nearly 9,000 Illinoisans who 
are in danger of not receiving the medications they need to keep their HIV virally suppressed and lead 
healthy and productive lives. People with HIV who go without medications are likely to experience viral 
mutations, which would require more complex – and costly – treatment, including management of side 
effects of medications.  Furthermore, people with HIV who skip treatment are more likely to transmit 
HIV in in the community, leading to an increase in new HIV cases.  A state ADAP shutdown would lead to 
an unprecedented crisis for the public health of the state of Illinois and the individual health of ADAP 
recipients.  
 
ADAP enrollees are unable to afford the costly drugs that they require without the assistance of the 
program.  To qualify for ADAP, enrollees must be at 300% of the Federal Poverty Limit (FPL) if they are 
uninsured or 500% of FPL if they are insured.  These are individuals in dire need of this program, and 
cannot afford to pay $1,000-$2,000 per month for HIV medications out of pocket.  
 
There are nearly 1,800 new HIV infections in Illinois every year, and those living with the disease require 
treatment to prevent their illness from worsening and increasing state health care spending.  This is an 
issue of public health for the entire state, and we need you, Governor Rauner, to declare ADAP an 
essential service so that ADAP enrollees can continue to receive their essential medications.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Agape Missions, NFP 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago 
AIDS Legal Council of Chicago 
Alexian Brothers Bonaventure House 
Brothers Health Collective 
Calor, a Division of Anixter Center 
Champaign Urbana Public Health District 
Chicago House and Social Service Agency 
Chicago Women's AIDS Project 
Children's Place Association 



 

 

Equality Illinois 
Haymarket Center 
Healthcare Alternative Systems, Inc. 
Heartland Alliance for Human Needs and Human Rights 
Howard Brown Health Center 
Northstar Medical Center 
Open Door Clinic 
Pediatric AIDS Chicago Prevention Initiative 
Project VIDA 
The Ruth M. Rothstein CORE Center 
Saint Louis Effort for AIDS 
SHARP 
TPAN 


