
 

 

 
 
 
September 21, 2015 
 
The Honorable Rahm Emanuel 
Mayor 
City of Chicago 
121 N. LaSalle St. #507 
Chicago IL 60602 
 
Dear Mayor Emanuel, 
 
Re: Adequate funding for HIV and prevention services 
 
As you prepare to unveil the budget for the city of Chicago for the coming year, we urge you to continue 
support for HIV prevention and care services. We know that Chicago faces a most difficult budget year 
ahead, and you must make difficult decisions. With this challenge, however, comes an opportunity to 
allocate funding among equally deserving programs for underserved populations and truly make 
Chicago as great as it can be for all of its citizens. 
 
The signatories of this letter urge you to maintain funding for the HIV prevention services throughout 
the city of Chicago. 
 
We would like to remind you of some critical facts: 
 
As of the end of 2013, there were 27,122 people living with HIV in Chicago.  
About 2/3 of all Illinois HIV cases are in Chicago. 
There are 1,100 new cases of HIV in Chicago every year.    
Of those newly diagnosed, 45% are not connected to care – nearly 50% are not taking lifesaving HIV 
medications.  They are most likely to transmit HIV to others and miss the life-extending, cost-savings 
benefits of HIV care.  
 
The city of Chicago currently spends $4.3 million in corporate dollars on HIV prevention. This is vital 
funding that should be maintained in next year’s city budget. Corporate HIV prevention dollars give the 
city flexibility to invest in the most vital, locally-defined services without having to worry about federal 
funding restrictions. The corporate dollars go to community-based agencies on the city’s South, West 
and North Sides to reach populations most vulnerable to HIV. 
 
The lifetime cost of treating a person with HIV is estimated to be over $380,000 for medical care alone . 
Because HIV disproportionately affects low-income people, the majority of these costs will be borne by 
government. Most importantly, it is essential that people with HIV receive treatment early in the 
progression of the disease. Robust city-funded HIV prevention programs increase the odds of diagnosing 
infected people early. Medical costs double from an estimated $13,885 per year for someone with HIV 
who is healthy to $36,352 per year for someone who has advanced HIV. Most of the additional costs are 
from hospital stays and medications to treat late disease identification conditions associated with HIV.   
 
Fully funding HIV prevention programs saves Chicago money. Chicago must continue to invest in HIV 



 

 

prevention programs, such as contracts with Chicago Recovery Alliance, Chicago Black Gay Men’s 
Caucus, Austin Health Center of Cook County/ CBC HIV Program, Cermak Health Services, Heartland 
Human Care Services, Howard Brown Health Center, Test Positive Aware Network (TPAN) and 22 others 
which prevent new HIV cases.  
 
While we acknowledge the dire budgetary circumstances facing the city, we are deeply concerned that 
decreases in funding will cause the city to lose its wise investment in HIV programs. We urge you to 
continue funding for HIV prevention services to save the city unnecessary expenditures and save lives.     
 
Please contact Dan Frey, AIDS Foundation of Chicago, at dfrey@aidschicago.org or 312-922-2322.   
 
Signed, 

AIDS Foundation of Chicago 
Alexian Brothers Bonaventure House 
Asian Human Services 
Austin Health Center of Cook County CBC Initiative 
Brothers Health Collective 
Calor, a division of Anixter Center 
Chicago Female Condom Campaign 
Chicago House and Social Service Agency 
Chicago Recovery Alliance 
Chicago Women's AIDS Project 
Howard Brown Health Center 
Illinois Public Health Association 
Legal Council for Health Justice 
Men and Women in Prison Ministries 
Mt Sinai Hospital 
Project Heal 
South Side Help Center 
Test Positive aware Network - TPAN 


